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Co-Chair’s Report: PSAC Atlantic Regional Triennial Convention 2026 Key Highlights and Outcomes
As part of my commitment to represent the PSAC Halifax Human Rights Committee, I was selected to participate in the Atlantic Regional Triennial Convention in 2026. Thank you for placing your trust in me to represent our committee and for the opportunity to share my findings with you today.
About the Event: Every three years, PSAC regions hold conventions inviting locals, Area Councils, and committees to participate in a democratic process. Together, we advance resolutions to strengthen our constitution and elect leaders across the regional structure. From June 24 to 26, over 200 delegates gathered to discuss and debate key issues.
It was an incredible three days. I was thrilled to meet new colleagues and listen to perspectives from across the region. It was a fantastic opportunity to connect with others who share a passion for advocacy, from women’s rights to racialized mobilization and education.
Resolution Update: I also have some bittersweet news to share. As you may recall, the resolution our committee supported was initially recommended as "non-concurrence" by the resolutions’ committee. When we asked for clarification, the formal explanation felt a bit vague, noting that PSAC is already working on the issue because certain investment funds have won private-sector awards. Another committee member mentioned that investment funds for public servants might be better suited as bargaining demands.
I want to give a huge shout-out to our fellow member, Japna, who worked alongside me to connect with more than 20 delegates. Together, we built support and momentum to challenge the non-concurrence recommendation so the resolution could be amended and debated on the floor. Unfortunately, due to overall convention time constraints, we weren't able to get through the full priority resolution process before time ran out.
Regional Observations: Looking at the broader landscape for the Human Rights Committee, I noticed that there are currently only two active Human Rights Committees in the region, one in Charlottetown and ours in Halifax. This highlights a real need for increased engagement and participation from other regions in this vital work.
Key Resolutions Passed: While several resolutions focused on administrative and by-law updates (such as updating acronyms and delegate descriptions), several key resolutions directly align with our committee's priorities:
· BYL-031: Establishes a permanent, recurring regional and national Indigenous gathering.
· GEN-047: Directs PSAC to take a formal stance on the use of AI and data centers.
· GEN-036: Updates the basic education program policy for travel and expense entitlements to reflect more accurate compensation.
· GEN-037: Directs PSAC to lobby the New Brunswick provincial government to defend and reinvest in public education.
· GEN-028: Launches a Menopause and Perimenopause Education Campaign.
· GEN-012: Establishes a triennial regional PSAC conference specifically for equity-seeking groups and committees.
· GEN-029A & GEN-029B: Creates a dedicated leadership training program for First Nations, Inuit, and Métis members.
· Caucus Scheduling: Adds an extra dedicated day for caucus meetings so members no longer have to meet during their personal breaks.
· Anti-Racism Education: A priority resolution was moved to mandate anti-racism education. We actively mobilized delegates to fill the room in a show of support for this crucial work. Unfortunately, the debate was interrupted by scheduled breaks and elections, and time ran out before a final vote could be called.
Thank you again for giving me the opportunity to represent our committee. I welcome any questions, thoughts, or suggestions you might have!
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